IN THE JUVENILE COURT IN AND FOR POLK COUNTY, IOWA
__________________________________________________________________________________

IN THE INTEREST OF



)
JV NO.








)









    GUARDIAN AD LITEM’S








)
STATEMENT TO THE COURT



CHILD(REN).






__________________________________________________________________________________


COMES NOW, ______________, guardian ad litem and attorney for the above-named child(ren) and presents the following Guardian Ad Litem Statement to the Court in preparation for the ______________ hearing on the ________ day of __________, 2022.

1. The child(ren) are respectively _______________________________________ years old.

2. The child(ren) were removed from their parents’ care and custody on 



3. The child(ren) are currently placed: 

☐ home 
☐ non-custodial parent  ☐ relative  ☐fictive kin  ☐ foster placement   
☐ Shelter
☐ PMIC ☐ QRTP
☐Other:  ____________________

4. Are the child(ren) placed with their sibling(s)?
☐ yes
☐ no
☐N/A

  
Have the reason(s) for why the siblings are not placed together been provided to 
the child(ren)?
☐ yes   ☐ no   ☐N/A 

Have the child(ren) been informed as to the efforts being done to place the siblings together? ☐ yes   ☐ no   ☐N/A

Does the child(ren)’s age or mental state make such explanations (why siblings are not placed together and efforts being made to place siblings together) inappropriate.  

☐ yes   ☐ no   ☐N/A

If separated, sibling contact that is currently occurring._________________________

______________________________________________________________________

5. A visit to the home or residence of the child(ren) was conducted on ________________ by  ______________

☐  the child(ren) have not moved to a new home or residence since that date.

☐  the home or residence of the child(ren) changed has recently.  The undersigned has 

      arranged or will arrange a visit within 30 days.  


☐  the current residence of the child(ren) is a residential facility and a visit is not 

      deemed necessary at this time.  

☐  Despite attempts to schedule a home visit, a home visit was not conducted because: 
      __________________________________________________________________.
6. Interviews with the child(ren) and/or parent, guardian or custodian were as follows:
☐  In-person, virtual and/or or telephonic interviews with the child(ren) and/or 
      parent, guardian or custodian were conducted as follows:

DATE

PERSON AND PLACE [In-person (P), Virtual (V) or Telephone (T)]
_______
_____________________________________________________

_______
_____________________________________________________

_______
_____________________________________________________

_______
_____________________________________________________

_______
_____________________________________________________

☐  It is not appropriate to conduct an interview with the child(ren) due to age or 
      developmental limitations or did not have permission from the child’s attorney.
☐  The undersigned did not have permission to communicate with the parent, 
      guardian or custodian or the undersigned does not believe it would be
      appropriate to do so due to the contested nature of the proceedings.  

7.  The child(ren) being advised of their right to attend court occurred as follows:
☐ The child(ren) has been advised of their right to attend court.
☐
The child(ren) will be attending the court hearing.

☐
The child(ren) were invited to attend the court hearing but will not do so because:_________________________________________________________.

☐ The undersigned does not believe it is in the best interest of the child(ren) to attend this court hearing because the child is not of sufficient age or maturity to participate in a contested hearing with expected evidence/testimony to be presented to the court and hereby waives the child’s presence pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.91.  
☐ The undersigned believes it is in the child’s best interest to have an in-camera 

      interview with the Court and hereby makes said request. 
☐ The child’s attorney waived the child’s presence pursuant to 
     Iowa Code section 232.91.  
☐ 7b.  The child(ren) has not been advised of their right to attend court due to their age, 
maturity, developmental limitations and/or emotional well-being and the undersigned attorney waives their presence pursuant to Iowa Code section 232.91.

8.  The following persons having been either interviewed (meaning communicated with via in-person, telephone, virtually, email, text messaged), reports reviewed and/or records   

     reviewed since the last hearing by the assigned attorney and/or YLC case worker:

☐  parent


☐  custodian/placement

☐  in-home worker

☐  therapist


☐  teacher/school counselor

☐  relative


☐  physician 


☐  DHS Worker


☐  daycare provider

☐  CASA


☐  ________________

☐  ________________

☐ ________________ 
☐ ________________ 

☐ ________________

9.   Requests for Services


☐ 9a.  Neither the child(ren) nor the undersigned requests additional services at this time.


☐ 9b.  The undersigned request the following additional services on behalf of the 
child(ren):____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

☐ 9c.  The child(ren) requests the following additional services from the court: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10.  Placement of the Child

☐ 10a.  The undersigned’s  assessment of the child(ren) and family at this time is the risk of harm to the child if returned to either the custodial or non-custodial parent does not out-weigh the traumatic impact of the child(ren)’s removal and that the recommendations made by the undersigned attorney are in the child(ren)’s best interest.
☐ 10b. The undersigned’s  assessment of the child(ren) and family at this time is the risk of harm to the child if returned to either the custodial or non-custodial parent does out-weigh the traumatic impact of the child(ren)’s removal and that the recommendations made by the undersigned attorney are in the child(ren)’s best interest.

☐ The undersigned having reviewed the current placement does believe that the child is currently placed in the least restrictive environment at this time.  
☐ The undersigned having reviewed the current placement does not believe that the child is currently placed in the least restrictive environment at this time.  The undersigned believes that the child could be placed in less restrictive environment if placed with: ___________________________________________________________ and such placement would be less traumatic on the child(ren) and in the child(ren)’s best interest.

11.  The child(ren)’s position at this time is:

☐ Unknown.  The child(ren) is not of a sufficient age and/or maturity to make an 
informed decision in this matter.  Therefore, it does not create a conflict requiring  bifurcation of the undersigned attorney’s role.  See In re A.T., 744 N.W.2d 657 (2007).  

☐  The child(ren) are in agreement with the undersigned’s recommendations.

☐  The child(ren) has asked the undersigned attorney to not disclose their position  

at this time and to invoke attorney-client privilege, but their expressed wishes were   considered by the undersigned attorney when making her recommendation. 
☐ The child(ren) are not in agreement with the undersign’ s recommendations but 
the child(ren) are not of a sufficient age and/or maturity to make an informed decision in this matter.  Therefore, it does not create a conflict requiring bifurcation of the undersigned attorney’s role.  See In re A.T., 744 N.W.2d 657 (2007).  However, the child(ren)’s expressed wishes were taken into consideration by the undersigned attorney when making her recommendation.


☐  The child(ren) have an attorney appointed to represent their interest who will 
      advocate for the child’s position.  
12.  Representation.  

☐  12a.  The undersigned attorney serves as both this child’s attorney and Guardian ad Litem and has determined the following after consulting with the child(ren): 
☐
The undersigned does not have a conflict and can continue to serve in the dual role of the child(ren)’s attorney and Guardian ad Litem.  
☐ 
The undersigned attorney has disclosed the child(ren) have an adverse position to the undersigned attorney in this matter.  However, at this time, the child(ren) are not of a sufficient age and/or maturity to make an informed decision in this matter therefore, it does not create a conflict requiring bifurcation.  See In re A.T., 744 N.W.2d 657 (2007).  
☐
The undersigned attorney has filed a motion and/or hereby requests to bifurcate her role as it relates to the following child(ren): _________________________________________________________. 
☐ 
12b.  The undersigned attorney does not serve as both this child’s attorney and 
Guardian ad Litem and the role has been bifurcated and the child’s attorney can advocate the child(ren)’s position.
13.  Other Relevant Information for the Court’s Consideration: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14.  The undersigned attorney hereby makes the following recommendations to the Court:

☐ 14a. The undersigned is in agreement with the department’s recommendations in 
addition to the following requests the following: 

A. I hereby request the court incorporate the following language in its order: 

i. Visitation is at DHS discretion with input and consultation with the child(ren)’s attorney and Guardian ad Litem.

ii. Prior to modifying the child(ren)’s placement, DHS shall timely notify the child(ren)’s attorney and Guardian ad Litem. 
iii. Within twenty-four hours after modifying the child(ren)’s placement, DHS shall provide the child(ren)’s attorney and Guardian ad Litem with the contact information of the child’s new placement.

B.  The undersigned request additional services be ordered as set forth above in paragraphs ____________________________________________________.
☐ 14b.  The undersigned is not in agreement with the department’s recommendations.  







Respectfully Submitted, 








__________________________________








Attorney Name and AT Number







Address







City, State, Zip Code







Telephone: 








Fax: 




Email: 



ATTORNEY/GUARDIAN AD LITEM




FOR THE CHILD(REN) IN INTEREST
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